Vocabulary
Key terms and definitions
Urban

An area of land which is built up,
such as a town or city.

Rural

An area of land which is mostly
untouched by humans, such as
the countryside or a small village.

Urbanisation

The movement of people from
rural areas to urban areas.

Megacity

A city with 10 million or more
people living there.

Sparse

An area of land with very few
people and often scattered
around unevenly

Dense

An area of land with lots of
people and often evenly
distributed.

Density

The number of people or things
in a place when compared with
the size of the place

Economic

A factor made by humans, mainly
seen as Jobs and money

Social

A factor which effects an area
such as education and health
care.

Environmental

A factor which affects the
surroundings of an area, such as
nature and wildlife.

Informal
Economy

Money made by people that is
not paid back to the government
through tax.
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Apartheid

A system of longstanding racial separation
that existed in South Africa and South West
Africa (now Namibia) from 1948 until the
early 1990s.

Slum/shanty town

An overcrowded urban street or area
inhabited by very poor people.

NEE (Newly emerging
economy)

A country which is developing, but is not
quite developed yet.

LIC (Low income
country)

A country which is really poor, with their
population earning £1000 or less per year.

HIC (High income
country)

A country which is rich and developed, with
their population earning over £12,000 or
more per year.

Khayelitsha

South Africa’s biggest slum/shanty town
which holds a population of around 1.8
million. South Africa have around 3.7 million
people living in shanty towns.
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