SEND Spring Newsletter
Update from the SENDCo
The Spring term is arguably the busiest term with staff working hard to cover the
curriculum, prepare Year 11s for their GCSEs and host extra-curricular clubs and
activities. Our pupils have also worked incredibly hard this term and it has been
wonderful to see their efforts reflected in the achievements given out in the most
recent reward assemblies; I have seen many pupils proudly showing off their Bronze,
Silver and Gold badges on their blazers.
The SEND team has also been extremely busy supporting our pupils with SEN. Our Learning Support
Assistants aid learning in classes, deliver interventions in small groups, co-ordinate the Access
Arrangements for exams and communicate updates to parents and carers.
As always, if you would like to arrange a meeting or a phone call with myself, please contact the
school using the methods listed below.
Tel: 01614328162
Email: admin@stannesrcvoluntaryacademy.com

Staffing Update
There have been some changes to our department since Christmas with Mr Deasy leaving us for
pastures new. At present, we have four Learning Support Assistants working within the SEND team
this term.
•
•
•
•

Miss G Niebel continues to support Year 7 and run interventions
Miss K Wilson continues to support Year 10 and run interventions
Mrs F Wright continues to support Year 11 and run interventions.
Mr N Smith has recently joined the team and is currently supporting Year 8.

Pupil Passports
Pupil Passports continue to be updated each term. The team are currently working hard to update
Year 7, Year 10 and Year 11 and will prioritise Year 8 and Year 9 after the Easter Holidays. Our core
value is to ensure that Pupil Passports are central to the child, incorporating their voice and their
parents’/carers’ voice within the document.
The Learning Support Assistants dedicate time to each pupil to talk through and update their
Passport and then will contact home for final views and comments.
If you would like to discuss your child’s Pupil Passport, please get in touch so that we can facilitate a
phone call or face-to-face meeting.

Pupil Achievements
I have been blown away by some our pupils’ achievements this term and felt it was only right to
showcase a small snapshot. From demonstrating ambition and resilience in mock exams, re-creating
Dr Nash’s science lab on Minecraft and having poems published within an anthology, it is clear to see
how much talent we have here at St Anne’s. Well done everyone!

Move Over Robert Browning!
Pupils were invited by Miss Scanlan to participate in a creative writing poetry competition
with the opportunity of becoming a published writer within a poetry anthology. Carys, a
Year 10 pupil at St Anne’s, was one of many successful pupils who had their work published.
Carys aspires to be a writer in the future and her submission was inspired by the 19 th
Century poet Robert Browning and his famous dramatic monologue: ‘My Last Duchess’.
Within her poem, Carys writes from the perspective of a woman who is oppressed by the
strict patriarchal society in which she lives. She watches her female companion defy
society’s expectations of her and advocates for better women’s rights. Her poem can be
found below- well done Carys!

Spotlight on… Neurodiversity and Autism
Neurodiversity was a term coined in 1998 by the Sociologist Judy Singer and is the term that is used

to describe naturally occurring variations and differences in the human brain and its
functioning. This does not relate in any way to overall intelligence or IQ. By using the term
Neurodiversity, we recognise that these variations and differences are normal, rather than
‘deficits.
Autism Spectrum Condition is one aspect of Neurodiversity and affects the way a person
communicates and how they experience the world around them. It is considered a spectrum
condition. While autistic people share some similar characteristics, they are also all different
from each other. The autism spectrum isn't linear from high to low but varies, just as one
person might vary from another.
One of our pupils in Year 10 has decided to create a poster to raise awareness about Autism
and to also debug some of the myths around it.

Support for Parents/Carers
Navigating the world of SEND can be difficult, particularly when there is a specific piece of
information or package of support that you are trying to access. Within Stockport and Greater
Manchester, there are a range of facilities and agencies available for young people with SEND and
their families. Please find links to the Local Offers for Stockport, Manchester and Tameside below.
These links can also be found within our Information Report on the St Anne’s website.

Stockport:
https://stockport.fsd.org.uk/kb5/stockport/fsd/localoffer.page;jsessionid=EB3A21F15F48A5
F88DDB8EF9F8D46B91?localofferchannel=0

Manchester:
https://hsm.manchester.gov.uk/kb5/manchester/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchann
el=0
Salford:
https://www.salford.gov.uk/children-and-families/local-offer-for-children-and-youngpeople-with-sen-or-disabilities/
Tameside:
https://www.tameside.gov.uk/localoffer

